CHRISTIAN LIVING
UNITY OF THE BODY
Jesus said, “I pray that they may all be one, even as you Father are in me, and I in you, that they may be in us, so that the world may believe that you sent me.” (Jh.17:21)

In the Word of God, the word ‘church’ is used both in the singular and the plural. The singular is always used to refer to the church in a city, town or local area. Examples of this are found in Acts 8:1, the church at Jerusalem, 1Cor.1:2 & 2Cor.1:1, the church at Corinth and 1Thess.1:1 & 2Thess.1:1, the church at Thessalonica.  See also Rom.1:7, Eph.l:1, Col.1:2, Rev 2:1, 8, 12 & 18, Rev.3:1, 7 & 14.
The plural, 'churches', is always used in reference to the churches in a province or state. Gal.l:2 is an example of this. It’s not referring to many different churches in one town or city, but to those in various cities and towns in a province. When it is used in this way, it is of course also talking about only one church. (Acts 9:31 Look also at Acts 15:41 & 16:4-5, 2Cor.8:1 and many more)
In Rev.19:7 we read that Christ’s bride has made herself ready for his return. Clearly, it is our responsibility, as his bride, to be ready to meet him when he comes. (Rev. 21:9, Matt.25:1-13) Jesus is not coming back for a disjointed, dismembered bride. Neither is he coming for many brides. Both of these things are abundantly clear in his Word. 

He said, "I do not pray for these only but also for those who believe in me through their word that they may all be one, even as you Father are in me and I in you, that they may also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me, I have given to them that they may be one, even as we are one. I in them, and you in me that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them, even as you have loved me." (Jh.17:20-23)

Again he said, "A new commandment I give to you that you love one another; even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." (Jh.13:34-35)
The Spirit of Christ inspired Paul to write to the believers in Rome saying, "Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves his neighbour has fulfilled the law. The commandments, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not kill, you shall not steal, you shall not covet, and any other commandments, are summed up in this sentence, "You shall love your neighbour as yourself." Love does no wrong to a neighbour; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law." (Rom.l3:8-10)
And to those in Philippi he wrote, "So, if there is any encouragement in Christ, any incentive in love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfishness or conceit, but in humility count others better than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others." (Phil.2:1-4)
Surely we can't apply this principle of counting others as better than ourselves, and of looking after the interests of others, to just individual believers, and not to groups; though of course we certainly must not neglect the individual. If these things were truly our heart on the matter, what a glorious light we would shine in this so very dark and selfish world.
Of course we would then also have to rely very heavily on the Spirit of truth to equip us with his gift "discernment of spirits" (1Cor.12:10), in order that we might know with certainty where those we come in contact with are coming from, i.e., the witness of the Spirit within us. (1Jh.2:27 & 4:1, Rom.8:16, Jh.7:17 & 10:3-5)
The Word of God encourages us to rely on him for the ability to live in this unity saying, "May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus that together, you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." (Rom.15:5)  

It exhorts us to live in harmony with one another, not to be haughty, but to associate with the lowly, and never to be conceited. (Rom.l2:16)  And it tells us this at the beginning of this Christian era, "The company of those who believed were of one heart and soul. No one said that any of the things which he possessed were his own, but they had everything in common." (Acts 4:32) 

But very early in the piece, the Spirit, speaking through Paul, appealed to the brethren saying, "In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, let all of you agree and let there be no dissensions among you, but let each of you be united in the same mind and the same judgment." (1Cor.1:10) This was because quarreling and dissension had already broken out, and in lCor.l:12 we see the beginnings of denominations.
But the Holy Spirit, continues to plead with us today saying, "Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you, or am absent, I may hear of you, that you stand firm in one spirit, with one mind, striving side by side for the faith of the gospel." (Phil.1:27)
Again, speaking through Jude, the Spirit says, "Beloved, -- contend for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints." (Jude V3)  And remember the words of Jesus, "I have other sheep that are not of this fold, or flock. I must bring them also, and they will heed my voice, so that there shall be one flock and one shepherd." (Jh.l0:16)
Moses, speaking by the Spirit said, "Man does not live by bread alone, but by every word (or thing) that comes from the mouth of the Lord". (Deut.8:3) Jesus said, "I (the Word of God) am the bread of life" (Jh.6:35), "The bread which came down from heaven". (Jh.6:33) And Paul adds, "Because there is one bread we who are many are one body, for we all partake of one bread". (1Cor.10:17)
Once more, the Spirit, speaking through Paul, says, "Just as the body is one, and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many are one body, so it is with Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptised into one body, whether Jew or Greek, slave or free, and all were made to drink of the one Spirit." (1Cor.12:12-13) And, though many, we are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. (Rom.12:5)  Because we are individually members of the body of Christ (1Cor.l2:27), we must surely be eager to maintain the unity of body and Spirit. (Eph.4:1-6)
"Finally, all of you have unity of spirit, sympathy, love of the brethren, a tender heart and a humble mind. Do not return evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary bless, for to this you have been called that you may obtain a blessing." (1Pet.3:8-9)
There are many ways of helping to promote this unity. (1Cor.10:24) And surely one of the most important is that of not seeking our own good but that of other believers.  We can promote this unity by helping to gently restore any believer overtaken in sin, but watching ourselves even more carefully. (Gal.6: l-2)
Undoubtedly the most effective way of bringing this unity about is that of using, to the fullest possible extent, the Spirit inspired gifts, or tools, supplied for this very purpose. (Eph.4:11-16)  We must remember our natural origins are irrelevant, because "there is no longer Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female." (Gal.3:28) None of these things count for anything. All that matters is that we be a new creation. (Gal.6:15)
God's love, or rather his ability to love, has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. So, like the Thessalonian Christians we must practice it toward all true believers. (IThess.4:9-19, Matt.25:31-46, Is.58:6-11)  And we must do this in such a way that all the glory goes to God, not to us (Matt.5:16), making sure to give no offense to anyone. (lCor.l0:31-32)
We must, in humility, stay with the written Word, not going beyond it (lCor.4:6), being careful not to take from it (Deut.4:2), or add to it. (Rev.22:18-19)  Remember, "He who is united to the Lord - the Word - becomes one Spirit with him". (1Cor.6:17)  

We are warned very strongly, that any failure on our part to discern the BODY of Christ - THE UNITY OF ALL TRUE BELIEVERS IN CHRIST JESUS, THE WORD OF GOD - leads to frightening consequences. (lCor.l2:27 & 11:29-30) Please don't think that verse thirty is talking about physical weakness, illness or death. How could that be, since ALL BELIEVERS FROM THEN TO NOW HAVE OBVIOUSLY DIED, with the exception of those still living, of course; otherwise it would mean that every Christian who has died physically, including Paul, must have failed to discern the body, when eating the bread and drinking the wine.
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